MAY 2022
NEWSLETTER
ISSUE 4

Spring is a time of rebirth, renewal and
awakening. It is a time for us to remember
to never give up and keep on keeping on.
As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 1960
message at Spelman College “Keep
Moving from the Mountain,” recalls and
reminds us: "If you can't fly then run, if you
can't run then walk, if you can't walk then
crawl, but whatever you do you have to
keep moving forward.” We must always
remember that together we can forge a
more loving, inclusive, and equitable nation
and world. Collectively we can all help
#UnlockTheTruth.
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HERE’S THE 411
February 2022

I am unapologetically Black every month but in February and in honor
of Black History Month, I am “Blackety Black Black.” I spent some
time in the State of Washington virtually and in print. I was invited to
speak to the Washington State Employees’ LGBTQ+ business
resource group, Rainbow Alliance and Inclusion Network (RAIN)
https://lgbtq.wa.gov/rain on February 17 with an audience of more
than 240 participants. I had a robust and engaging conversation with
them about the quest for systemic racial equity in America. Plus, I was
featured in their quarterly newsletter.

“Houston we got a problem” and that problem is the lack of
reparations for Black Americans. The Asian American Bar Association
of Houston (@AABAHouston), the Houston Lawyers Association
https://houstonlawyersassociation.org/ , and the American
Constitution Society – Houston Lawyer Chapter
https://www.acslaw.org/chapter/tx-houston/ invited me to do the virtual
opening remarks for their program, titled, “Civil Rights and Racial
Healing: Examining the History and Future of Reparations in
America.”

ACCESS THE NEWSLETTER HERE

3. Rev. David Sincere Jr., Board Member for The Society of Justice &
Equality for the People of Sugar Land, and Pastor at the Ft. Bend
Transformation Church https://fbtchurch.org/about-us

The program also featured the following speakers:
1. Professor Lorraine Bannai, Director of the Fred T. Korematsu
Center for Law and Equality at the Seattle University School of Law
https://www.aajastudio.org/lorraine-bannai
2. Jon Osaki, filmmaker and documentarian who filmed the
Reparations documentary on Asian American support for Black
reparations https://www.stoprepeatinghistory.org/jon-osaki and

VIEW THE FULL PROGRAM HERE

March 2022

I was in Washington, D.C. for the National Day of Action and Advocacy Meeting with Lisa Sharon Harper
(@lisasharper), author of Fortune: How Race Broke My Family and the World—and How to Repair It All,
leading faith and racial justice activist, president and founder of Freedom Road. Along with the Black Fortune
Month Partners Team and with leading House Members Congresswomen Barbara Lee (@RepBarbaraLee )
and Sheila Jackson Lee (@JacksonLeeTX18). Together and in just one month we led a historic collective
push for reparations and radical truth-telling through 73 events in one month (including live events, podcasts,
Instagram Lives, FBLives, radio and television, a massive Twitter Storm and a Roundtable at the White
House)! These conversations reached millions! We stirred the political winds and encouraged movement
leaders to join us in a miraculous Press Conference at the National Press Club on Wednesday, March 2nd
following the State of the Union Address--the first day of Lent!

VIEW THE PRESS CONFERENCE HERE
I am a huge fan of art. I also love basketball. So, when I was asked to
host an event featuring both, I was super excited. On May 24th I
hosted the Los Angeles Lakers (@Lakers) In the Paint initiative.
Crafted and envisioned by Dr. Karida L. Brown, Director of Racial
Equity for the Lakers, (@karida_leigh) through a historic six-point
Racial Equity Plan, In the Paint is a competitive art program. Under
the guidance of creative direction and world-renowned fine artist
Charly Palmer (@charlypalmer60), grantees were selected by three
panelists: CCH Pounder (@CCHPounder), Terrell Tilford
(@TerrellTilford) and Halima Taha (@halima_taha). Together we
celebrated 15 local BIPOC artists chosen to exhibit their work at this
inaugural event.

On March 12th I participated in a
video shoot for Google’s Image
equity initiative with a range of
industry leaders of color. The
video content focused on my
thoughts on past, present, and
future of image equity and
technology. Google is continuing
their work and commitment to
skin tone image equity. As such,
Google hosted two activation
discussions on different dates
and cities that brought together a
range of leading voices across
industries advancing the mission
of image equity in Los Angeles
(L.A.) and New York.

What I could not get over was the invitation itself!

CHECK OUT THE REACTION VIDEO HERE

CHECK OUT THE L.A. DISCUSSION HERE
Lights, cameras, and action!
Check out my commentary for
season five Snowfall FX
(@SnowfallFX) Inside Look:
Snowfall vs Society. I, along
with cast members and creators
of the show, took a deeper look
at the history of Los Angeles’
Black communities in the mid to
late 1980s.

PROGRAM INFORMATION HERE
MEET THE LOCAL ARTISTS HERE

VIEW THE VIDEO HERE
For the fourth time in a row, I was honored to have moderated a
discussion panel at the 27th Los Angeles Times Annual Festival of
Books (@latimesfob) on April 24th with Julissa Arce (@julissaarce),
Derecka Purnell (@dereckapurnell) and Blair Imani
https://blairimani.com/. This year’s topic centered around Imagining a
Different Future. The LA Festival of Books is one of the largest and
most celebrated literary events in the country. The event took place on
the USC campus with hundreds of exhibitor booths, author signings,
performances, and activities.

On April 19th and 20th, The Jefferson School African American
Heritage Center (@JSAAHC), co-sponsored by the Truth
Commission and Virginia Humanities (@VAHumanities), invited
me to be a panelist as part of their Evelyn Barbour Lecture Series.
The discussion was moderated by the Executive Director, Dr.
Andrea Douglas https://jeffschoolheritagecenter.org/about-us/ and
it centered around The Moral Debt: A Conversation on Reparations
need to be paid to the Black American community. The Center’s
intention is to develop a nuanced conversation interrogating the
notion of repair that can educate those lacking knowledge, by
engaging those who have been creating the leading thoughts
concerning repair.

WATCH THE CONVERSATION HERE

Consider This from NPR is one of my favorite radio programs. So, I was
excited to speak to them about my home state’s efforts in moving closer
to giving reparations to some Black Californians. You can catch my
thoughts and sentiments between the 4:40 and 5:30 minute marks.

LISTEN TO THE INTERVIEW HERE

COMING SOON

“In a world where nearly everything costs something,
it is still entirely free to change your mind.”
-Dr. Marcus Anthony Hunter
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